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10 D: Adverbs 


An adverb serves primarily as the verb or modifier of a sentence, and it does 
not affect the completeness of the sentence. Adverbs occur mostly between the 
subject and the verb in a sentence, while some adverbs occur at the beginning of 
a sentence. Also note that very few adverbs can occur after the verb. 

The subcategorization of adverbs depends on the function of an 
adverb: Quantity, Evaluation, Modality, Negativity, Time, Degree, Loca- 
tion, Manner, Aspect, Interrogation, and Sentential Adverbs. Sometimes 
an adverb is equipped with more than one semantic component, e.g., 
{n] I$ he2shi2 ‘when’ [Time + Interrogative], {"] i he2chu4 ‘where’ 
[Locative + Interrogative], and fH beng2 ‘needn’t’ [Modal + negative]. 
One adverb can only be put in one semantic subcategory, with its other semantic 
functions labeled as features. 


10.1 Da: Quantity Adverb 


Strictly speaking, a quantity adverb does not modify a verb or a sentence, but a 
noun phrase. However, they ‘can’ occur in the typical position of adverbs (i.e. 
between the subject and the verb, but not necessarily near the noun phrase it 
modifies). 


10.1.1 Syntactic Features 


Quantity adverbs are not used to specify the quantity of the noun phrase but they 
have two functions: (1) To evaluate a quantity, e.g, JE = {lil A yi2gong4 
sanl ge0 ren2 ‘in total three people’, ftf. = {lil A qia4hao3 sanl ge0 ren2 
‘exactly three people’, 7 = {lil A cai2 sanlge0 ren2 ‘only three people’, K% 
= {lil À da4yuel san1 ge0 ren2 ‘about three people’, IH i] A ding3duol 
sanl ge0 ren2 ‘at most three people’, and AH = fli] A bu4zhi3 san1 ge0 ren2 
‘not only three people’. (2) To indicate the degree of the action performed, e.g. fti 
4 #8 3E T talmen0 doul zou3 le0 ‘they all have gone’, fl f] IRA 2 8X 388 HE T 
talmenO jue2da4duolshu4doul zou3 le0 ‘they mostly have gone’. According to 
these two different functions, we divide quantity adverbs into two subcategories 
that exhibit different syntactic behaviors; see details in the description of the 
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subcategories. Note that quantity adverb frequently occur at significant distance 
from the noun phrase it modifies, as (292). 


Q91) (a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(modify the object) 

th —X T jr. = HO A 
tal yi2gong4 kan4jian4 le0 sanl ge0 ren2 
he in total see ASP three CLS people 

‘He saw three people in total.’ 


(modify the complement) 


(bo =H io S = B 
tal yi2gong4 pao3 le0 sanl tang4 


he in total run ASP three time 

*He ran three times in total." 

(modify the subject) 

4t] WEA Box T 
talmenO0 zuo2tianl dol lai2 le0 
they yesterday all came ASP 

‘They all came yesterday." 


Therefore, in the syntactic framework of the CKIP, the quantity adverbs are 
still treated as auxiliary components that assume the role of quantity. However, 
quantity adverbs can also occur immediately before noun phrases, such as (292). 
Thus, we do not propose that this small category of adverbs should occur before 


the verb. 


(292) (a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(modify the subject) 
E —f o AX Bh AS do fy 


zhi4shao3 sanlgeO ren2 kan4jian4 na4 ge0 xiao3toul 
at least three CLS people see that CLS thief 

‘At least three people saw that thief.’ 

(modify the object) 


fie me «m = 4% HH 
tal xulyao4 zhi4shao3 sanl ming2 zhu4li3 


he need at least three CLS assistant 
‘He needs at least three assistants.’ 
(modify the complement) 

fh 53 T S EE 
tal lai2 leO zhi4shao3 sanl tang4 
he come ASP at least three time 

*He came at least three times." 
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10.1.2 Subcategories 


[*estimate] Quantity adverbs carrying the feature [t+estimate] evaluate or 
speculate about a quantity; for example, f£ f£ jin3jin3 ‘only’ "fE 45) wei2du2 
‘only’, 483€ zong3gong4 ‘in total’, Wif ganglhao3 ‘exactly’, X AJ da4yuel 
‘approximately’, and 27) zhi4shao3 ‘at least’. These adverbs occur immediately 
after the modified noun phrase or between the subject and the verb, such as 
(293)-(294): 


(293) (a) (before the noun phrase) 


ASE SL ae EB HK ER 
zong3gong4 sanl jial zhu4hu4  yaolqiu2 jian4zhu2 
aul Ho EE 


gonglsil pei2chang2 
in-total three CLS householder ask construction company compen- 
sate 
"Three householders in total asked the construction company to 
compensate." 
(b) (between the subject and verb) 
jt 4H € £ J — Ae pin 
tal zong3gong4 na2 zou3 le0 yil bai3wan4 yuan2 
he in-total take away one million dollars 
*He took away one million dollars in total." 


(294) (a) (before the noun phrase) 


KKJ 500 A Bim I i —JH 
da4yuel  wu2bai3 ren2 canljial le0 zhe4 xiang4 
er 

hui4yi4 


approximately 500 people participated this CLS conference 
‘Approximately 500 people participated in this conference.’ 


(b) (before the object noun phrase) 


Sit ff FASC I KKI E " 
huijjid zhu3ren4 yu4zhil le0 da4yuel sanlshi2 wan4 
SK 

xin] shui3 


accounting director draw-in-advance approximately 30 ten.thousand 
salary 

"The accounting director drew in advance approximately 300,000 
dollars.* 
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(c) 


(d) 


(before the complement noun phrase) 

fh w WE u mo I X V] — Bi 
tal pao3 jing3cha2 ju2 pao3 le0 da4yuel si4 tang4 
A ER iin TE 


cai2 wan2cheng2 zhi3ren4 gonglzuo4 


he run police station run ASP approximately four time CAI finish 
identification task 

‘He went to the police station approximately four times to complete 
the identification task." 


(between the subject and verb) 

fh KK Fi T WF fT à 
tal da4yuel mai4chul ]eO liang3qianl da3  zhe4 
FE TET 

zhong3  wa4zi0 


he approximately sell two thousand dozen this kind socks 
‘He sold approximately two thousand dozen socks of this kind.’ 


It is worth noticing that, the quantity adverb carrying [*estimate] usually 
evaluates or speculates about not only a quantity, but also an event. At this 
moment, these adverbs need dual categories, as shown in (295), (296). 


(295) (a) 


(b) 


(296) (a) 


(quantity adverb) 

Kis = fh A m Ho T ALF 
bu2guo4 sanl ge0 ren2 chil huai4 leO du4zi0 
just three CLS people eat ruin ASP stomach 

‘Just three people got diarrhea.’ 


(evaluative adverb) 

fh Aii ME o B fa 
tal bu2guo4 toulkan4 ni3 de0 xin4 
He merely peek you DE letter 

‘He just peeked your letter." 


(quantity adverb) 

KE =F A 9A 2m X X 
da4yuel sanlshi2 ren2 bao4ming2 canljial zhe4 ci4 
ih) 
huo2dong4 

approximately thirty people register participate this CLS activity 
‘Approximately thirty people registered for participation in this 
activity’. 
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(b) (modal adverb) 
th AK Xi o Fe i th ¥ 
tal da4yuel hai2 bu4 zhildao4 zhe4 jian4 shi4 
he approximately yet not know this CLS thing 
*He may not yet know this thing.’ 


[*participant] Quantity adverbs with the feature [+participant] are used 
to indicate how many members participate in the behavior denoted by the verb; 
for example, #8 doul ‘all’, 4: quan2 ‘all’, KÆ da4ban4 ‘most’, and 4& X 8X 
jue2da4duolshu4 *vast majority'. According to the positions of the nouns they 
modify, these quantity adverbs can be categorized into two types. The first type 
must occur after the noun phrase being modified. Therefore, when this adverb 
modifies an object, the object will move forward, as shown in (297b,c). The 
second type, on the other hand, can occur before the noun phrase being modified, 
as shown in (298). 


pum 


alin 


(297) (a) fihi B mě ii — dt 
talmen0 doul zhildao4 zhe4 jian4 shi4 
they all know this CLS thing 
"They all know this thing.’ 

(b) Ab ft — cB dB Ač 
tal mei3 jian4 shi4 doul zhildao4 
he every CLS thing all know 
*He knows everything." 

(o) fh # — XD 
tal doul zhildao4 
he all know 
‘He all knows.’ 


(298) (a) KÆ MN H ABE soa ij 
da4ban4 de0 jie2mu4 doulshi4 wai4baol de0 
most DE program all be outsourced 
‘Most programs are outsourced.’ 

(b fh ah 3 KÆ Ny We 
tal shid guo4 da4ban4 de0  kou3wei4 
he try ASP most DE flavor 
‘He has tried most flavors.’ 


10.2 Dba: Modal Adverb 


Modal (72:44) adverbs are used to indicate “the speaker's" attitude or viewpoint 
toward an event. In semantics, modal adverbs treat the whole sentence as the 
argument, putting the proposition into different possible worlds to determine its 
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meaning. Based on meaning, modal adverbs can be further divided into two types. 
One called by linguists epistemics, which indicates the speaker's speculation 
about whether a possible event is true, such as — € yi2ding4 ‘necessarily’ , tV, 
HF ye3xu3 ‘probably’, FJ ff ke3neng2 ‘possibly’, etc. The other type is named 
deontics, which indicates the speaker’s attitude toward whether a possible event 
is becoming true such as 425 bi4xul ‘must’, IFZ ying] gail ‘should’, and FJ 
LX ke3yi3 ‘could’, etc. The two types can be, based on level difference, further 
divided by three types: +necessity, +probability, and +possibility. Modal adverbs 
have very consistent syntactic behaviors: positions of occurrence in the sentence, 
components in the context, and the word order between modal words and various 
adverbial/proposition phrases. 


10.2.1 Analysis Principles 


A. In CKIP's framework, no auxiliary verbs are devised; therefore, any words 
containing the “modal” meaning are classified as modal words. 

B. A modal verb is classified according to its meaning; hence, although some 
words are classified into this category, they also exhibit syntactic behaviors 
of a verb. For example, a few can contribute to the 4-not-A construction, a 
few can carry degree adverbs, and a few can serve as the subject's verb, as 
seen in (299). 


(299) 4k iat fk D EX 
ni3 zhe4yang4 zuo4 bu4 ;yinglgail 
you this-way do not appropriately 
‘What you have done is not right.’ 


CKIP has strategies to deal with the syntactic behaviors of these verbs. See 
CKIP’s technical report: Modal Words in Modern Chinese (Chang 1992). 

C. Negative types of modal adverbs must carry the feature [+negative], 
since an affirmative modal adverb does not necessarily have a negative 
counterpart, and vice versa. Besides, the logical relation between the 
affirmative type and the negative type of modal verbs is complicated, so 
it is advisable to list all of these words. 

D. Modal verbs also come in interrogative form; they survived from archaic 
Chinese, such as: Hj f? ke3fou3 ‘can or not’, and Èf ying] fou3 ‘should 
or not’. There is currently no way to deal with them syntactically or 
morphologically, so we have listed all of them with the feature [+Q]. 

E. Words such as 47 4^ 9$ you3bi4yao4 ‘necessarily’ and 4j FY fë 
you3ke3neng2 ‘possibly’ have syntactic behaviors that are perfectly 
consistent with modal verbs, but they are not listed in the lexical file, 
because their combinations can be infixed with various modifiers. We 
are thus unable to enumerate all of them; they must be handled by 
phrase rules, such as: fj 4 ¥2 you3bi4yao4 ‘necessarily’, A HL 9Z 
you3 qi2 bi4yao4 ‘having its necessity’, 1%) 9Z mei2 bi4yao4 ‘not 
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E 


N 


necessarily’, /Z A Ù mei2 you3 bi4yao4 ‘not having necessity’, $4 
3$ wu2bi4yao4 ‘not necessarily’, # Jb) 3$ wu2xi3bi4yao4 ‘not having 
this necessity’, fj 143€ you3wu2bi4yao4 ‘have or not necessity’, 13 12/4 
JM you3mei2you3bi4yao4 ‘whether having necessity’, AWEK VH you3 
ji2da4 bi4yao4 ‘having much necessity’, 4247 A AYE mei2 you3 tai4da4 
bi4yao4 ‘not having much necessity’. 


10.2.2 Subcategories 


(Dbaa) [*epistemics] 

Epistemics indicates the 'speaker's' speculation about whether an event 
is true. In the sentence (300a), we do not know whether John has gone 
fishing, but we know the person uttering this sentence thinks that John 
would do it. Likewise, in sentence (300b), we can not know in reality 
whether ‘John has gone fishing’, but we can see that the speaker is quite 
certain about his speculation. In sentence (300c), we cannot obtain too 
much information, except learning the speaker's speculation, rather than his 
certainty. In other words, [*epistemics] indicates the speaker's evaluation 
of some proposition. 


(300) (a) RZ Whe E $9fü T 

zhangsàn kénéng qu diaoyt le 

‘John can have gone fishing.’ 

(b) R= —E X Ha T 

zhangsàn yiding qu diaoyu le 

‘John must have gone fishing.’ 

(o) R= E S He T 
zhangsàn yinggai qu diaoyu le 
‘John must be fishing now.’ 


According to the three level differences above, we divide these modal verbs 
into three subcategories, and exhaustively enumerate all the modal verbs 
expressing epistemics as follows. Note that negative modal verbs are also 
listed. See the principle of analysis 3. 


Examples: 


e [+necessity] — jE yiding ‘must’, xe biding ‘must’, $E tiéding 
‘must’, 42^ birán ‘must’, ii^ liàng bi ‘must’, % bi ‘must’, £& jué 


TJ YEE 


‘absolutely’, 444} juédui ‘absolutely’, 44 XE bao zhün ‘absolutely’, E 
Zhun ‘absolutely’, £ wen ‘absolutely’, #£ shi ‘indeed’, Fl 4^ zirán 
‘consequently’, #0544 xiángdangrán ‘presumably’, 4 Y miánbule 
‘inevitably’, 7\ 4 bümián ‘inevitably’, € hui ‘would’, 95 4^ shibi 
‘will’, 5E wuyi ‘undoubtedly’, #44 shi jiang ‘will’, “£32 zhün ding 
‘will’. 
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e [*negative, + necessity] /^ [B6 bù kénéng ‘must not’, PAH BE 
bu tài kénéng ‘much unlikely’. 

e [*probability] Jf i#% yinggai ‘should’, Jf i$ yingdang ‘should’, 
R ying ‘should’, 3X gai ‘should’, 3E JÆ liying ‘should’, Z8zZ li gai 
‘should’, 3 4f lidang ‘should’, H Jf zi ying ‘should’, H # zi dang 
‘should’. 

e [*negative, *probability] PÆ büzhi yú ‘unlikely’, A bu 
zhiyt ‘unlikely’, 4^ büzhi ‘unlikely’. 

e [+possibility] © fë kénéng ‘could’, th F yéxü ‘possibly’, BE AF 
huóxü ‘possibly’, ANE dagai ‘possibly’, «tf f háoxiàng ‘seem’, IDA 
sihü ‘seem’, ait E shud bu ding ‘possibly’, 24H kóngpà ‘possibly’, fi 
AN tf gáo bù háo ‘possibly’, 7 5L44 büjiàn dé ‘possibly’, JAX bachéng 
‘very likely’, DEZ? huang ruó ‘seem’, FZ /\Ju shi zhi bajiü ‘seem’, 4i 
ZA wanran ‘hearted’, 2 9X róng huò ‘possibly’, i 4 xù shi ‘possibly’, 
{WE si shi ‘seem’, Aik T kan yangzi ‘seem’, f ffi yixi ‘seem’. 

e [+negative, *possibility] /^— E bù yiding ‘not necessarily’, ^^ 
FL büjiàn dé ‘not necessarily’, 7k: wei bi ‘not necessarily’, A bd, 
4+ wei bijian dé ‘not necessarily’, 4117€ bu dá zhün ‘not necessarily’, 
AGL wei jiàn dé ‘not necessarily’, 3f nánbáo ‘not guarantee’, 27S 
jué bu ‘never’. 


* (Dbab) [+deontics] 

Deontics shows ‘the speaker’s’ attitude despite the true condiiton of an event; 
concepts of ‘command’ and ‘permission’ are discussed here. However, this 
‘command’ or ‘permission’ is made by the speaker, so sentence (301) does 
not express deontics, because the one giving the command is the subject 4k 
(ili zhang lăoshī ‘Teacher Chang’ rather than the speaker, while in (302), 
it is the speaker that feels the event Zz 44 7E anlési ‘Euthanasia’ needs to be 
brought up for discussion. All in all, the modal word meaning of [+deontics] 
indicates the speaker's attitude toward a certain event. 


(301) Gk Em Me fie Hy FE ioo — Gk 
zhang laosht mingling ta de xuéshéng chào yi biàn 
VR OC 
kéwén 
*Prof. Zhang requested his student(s) to transcribe the text for one 
time.’ 


(302) "E ERZ wm Sk àin 
anlésí yinggai bei nálái táolün 
‘Euthanasia should be included in discussion.’ 


Deontics is also divided into three types based on the nature of their 
differences. Sentences (303), (304) both express the speaker's request, or 
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command, but the manner of the former is stronger than the latter because 
the modal word ‘must’ carries more force than ‘should.’ 


(303) AF CH dk Zo itil WA E RA 
gongpíng jiāoyì fa zhi guánzhi bixü zài shēnrù 
HE 
kăoliáng 
‘The control of the Fair-Trade Law must be considered in more 
depth.’ 

(304) AF A dk ZO UU Ez PRO RA 
gongpíng jidoyi fa zhi guánzhi yinggai zai shēnrù 
káoliáng 
*The control of the Fair-Trade Law should be considered in more 
depth.* 


The weakest manner of speaking is by expressing permission, such as fë 
neng2 ‘can’: 


305) É SE +H it fel A "E fe EH 
cong jinnian shíyué qi rénhé rén dou néng shiyong 
BE BUS an SA 
cíkü de cíhuidàng 
‘Starting October this year, everyone can use the CKIP lexicon file?’ 


Example: here we also enumerate the words showing deontics. Just as modal 
adverbs' analysis principles 3, 4 says, we also list negative and interrogative 
modal adverbs. 


e  [*necessity] ‘must’ 2H, 4D, 2H, 7, 203, 2879, AZAR, 4828, 2 
JE, FEA, S, Ah, Tc een TD, JE CREER Ay), nf, AS 
fi^, JUR, (AAR, AME, AEA, AGG, m, AE. 

e [*negative, *necessity] ‘must not’ A4 up, ANAT LA, ABE, AERA, 
ANI, ANAT, INVE, AN. 

[+Q, *necessity] ‘Why must... Y f82H, {ayy 
[+probability] ‘should’ A Jp xf, RES uA, nf, UE, n[ 9E, PHA, PU 
Et E È, A, ZS I, EXE, I IER, Nin Ze, HER. 

e  [*negative, *probability] ‘should not’ PERZ, AN EE ES, IJ, 7S 
BR, DE, Bl, VI, 2, BH, WK. 

[+Q, +probability] ‘Should... Y ÆT. 
[+possibility] ‘could’ HJ, MLA, B6, 8629, f3 UA, 4T, 09 
Hf, AW, ‘had better’ gf, BIA p. 

e [*negative, +possibility] ‘need not? 4i, AH, AZ, A XE, 
ATE, 9b, UERE, UE, FB, MEZA, Se, iti, R, A AN, ns, JO 
x. 

e [*Q, +possibility] ‘Can...? A, BETS, 4 Be, 4s He, Ay ANT. 


z| 


J, pE, BH 
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10.3 Dbb/Dbc: Evaluative Adverb 


Like modal adverbs, evaluative adverbs also show the ‘speaker’s’ viewpoint 
toward an event. As seen in Section 10.2, modal adverbs are meant to show 
the speaker’s ‘speculation’ or ‘request’ of an event, but evaluative adverbs 
show the speaker’s ‘evaluation’ of an event. Besides, while modal adverbs refer 
to a ‘possible event’, evaluative adverbs indicate a ‘real event’. This is quite 
understandable because for an event whose occurrence is uncertain in nature, 
we can only speculate about it or make it happen, and for an event that has 
happened, we can only evaluate it. In sentences (306) and (307), 4k XE £E T 
| 2: 3X must be a real event that has happened, so that we can use }# 4A 
jürán ‘unexpectedly’, and «AA guórán ‘as expected’, only that the former shows 
that what happened does not conform to normality or the speaker's expectation, 
while the latter shows that what happened measures up to the speaker's 
expectation. 


SM 


(306) * E EA KH AIK 
lín zhürén jūrán dàoyòng göngkuăn 
‘Director Lin unexpectedly embezzled the public funds." 


(307) 4k EE RA KH BK 
lin zhürén guórán daoyong gongkuán 
*Director Lin as expected embezzled the public funds.* 


There remains one more difference between evaluative adverbs and modal 
adverbs, that is, whether or not the event takes place does not affect the truth value 
of the sentence. In the above two examples, neither } 4^ jürán ‘unexpectedly’ nor 
IR AR guórán ‘as expected’ can affect the truth value of the sentence. 

In the CKIP framework, the evaluative adverb is an affiliated component of 
the verb, playing the semantic role of evaluation. 


10.3.1 Principles of Analysis 


A.  Evaluative adverbs and modal adverbs are often confusing and difficult to 
distinguish; the easiest way to differentiate is that what an evaluative adverb 
refers to is a real event, while a modal adverb refers to possible events. 

B. For words that come with the functions of both evaluative adverbs and 
quantity adverbs, please see Section 10.1. 

C.  Evaluative adverbs and sentential adverbs are easily confused. If the 
word fits the definition of sentential adverbs, the CKIP should classify 
it into sentential adverbs. The position of sentential adverbs in the CKIP 
framework is like that of evaluative adverbs, both serving as affiliated 
components of the verb, and both assuming the semantic function of 
evaluation. 
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10.3.2 Subcategories 


Evaluative adverbs, according to the internal structure of the word, are divided 
into two subcategories. The first category (Dbb) includes general evaluative 
adverbs, such as: 32 #5 xing4kuil ‘thanks to’, ^T bu4kui4 ‘worthy of, Aft 
È% nan2guai4 ‘no wonder’, 54^ julran2 ‘unexpectedly’, RY} guo3ran2 ‘as 
expected’, 3£ 4A jing4ran2 ‘actually’, M$ EX dan3gan3 ‘dare’, 34 XX jing4gan3 
‘dare’, iÈ 3$ bidjing4 ‘after all’, 7k f& wei4mian3 ‘rather’, {PJ 4» he2bi4 ‘why’, 
48 5X zong3suan4 ‘finally’, 49% zhongljiu4 ‘after all’. The second category 
(Dbc) includes evaluative adverbs with the structure [V-iEt € qi3lai2 ‘-like’]; the 
combination rules of these adverbs are derivative, hence CKIP lexicon cannot 
list them exhaustively. For example: Æ € 38 kan4qi3lai2 ‘look like’, Hj 5 
ting] qi3lai2 ‘sound like’, "2 Ae chang2qi3lai2 ‘taste like’. 


10.4 De: Negative Adverb 


In the framework of CKIP, negative adverbs only include adverbs that purely 
express the concept of negation; negative adverbs that also express other semantic 
concepts are not included here (see the following principles of analysis). Negative 
adverbs fall into a category of only a few members, such as: 4 bu4 ‘not’, Y% mei2 
‘no’, SA mei2you3 ‘no’, X wei4, and ‘not yet’. However, all of the adverbs that 
express negative concepts must have the feature +negative. CKIP has proposed 
a principle of analysis in order to avoid overlapping categorization. When an 
adverb comes with the functions of both negative and another semantic concepts, 
it should be classified into another category; for example, Jk ?7 weidceng2 
‘have not’, 7 7 cong2bu4 ‘never’, and YER cong2wei4 ‘never’, which are not 
only negative adverbs but also time adverbs, and which CKIP classifies as time 
adverbs. Besides, these adverbs are given the feature *negative, so as to indicate 
their negative meaning. 


10.5 Dd: Time Adverb 


This is a big category that includes all time concepts that are capable of annotating 
the occurrence of an event, be it a time point, interval, frequency, length of 
duration, such as suddenly/gradually, immediately/later, etc. 

In the CKIP system, these time adverbs are affiliated components of the verb, 
playing the role of time. In the position distribution of a sentence, time adverbs are 
categorized into two kinds: one that can only occur in the position of prototypical 
adverbs, that is, between the subject and verb; the other that can also occur in the 
beginning of the sentence. The greatest difference between time adverbs and time 
nouns (Nd) is that time adverbs cannot serve as the argument of the verb. Time 
adverbs can be put into following categories. 


To express time interval Wf ^X hao3ban4tian! ‘for a quite while’, — 4 f| #4 


yi4nian2 dao4tou2 ‘year round’, fi ^i 2 Ht cong2zao3dao4wan3 ‘from 
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morning to night, ¥ ttt lei3shi4 ‘lifetimes’, ji f loudye4 ‘midnight’ 

Ht /|v cong2xiao3 ‘from childhood’, # X zheng3tianl ‘all day’, # 4 

zhong |nian2 ‘throughout the year’, RF & H cheng2nian2lei3yue4 ‘months 

and years’, H Tr DAZK zi4gu3yi3lai2 ‘since ancient times’, % £ chang2nian2 
‘perennial’, &ti Hj duan3qi2 ‘short term’. 

To express frequency è s chang2chang2 ‘often’, &€ 25 jinglchang2 ‘usually’, 
Æ lao3 ‘always’, FEIER shi2shi2 ‘often’, Wẹ% shi2chang2 ‘often’, JE 
IX lv3ci4 ‘repeatedly’, = 1f Wy 7X sanlfanlliang3ci4 ‘repeatedly’, 4j 
Ii you3shi2 ‘sometimes’, (f E] ou3er3 ‘occasionally’, [H] EX jiandhuo4 
‘occasionally’ , fi£^f* cong2bu4 ‘never’, 4ER cong2wei4 ‘never’. 

To express eternal/temporal state 7t && shi3zhongl ‘always’, — [|n] yi2xiang4 
‘always’, [n] ZK xiang4lai2 ‘always’, — Ei yidzhi2 ‘have/has’, z& 7k su4lai2 
‘always’, fE IRF $E 2) wu2shi2wu2ke4 ‘all the time’, PIE; zhan4shi2 
‘temporally’, #f H. zhan4qie3 ‘for the time being’. 

To express immediacy/later X EF. ma3shang4 ‘immediately’, v. Zl lidke4 ‘at 
once’, BG BI] sui2ji2 ‘immediately’, SZEN li4ji2 ‘immediately’, Ell Zl) ji2ke4 
‘immediately’, fit: jin4kuai4 ‘as soon as possible’, BU ji2jiangl ‘soon’, 
fy @ fl dail hui3er0 ‘a little later’, ^5— deng3yi4hui3 ‘wait a minute’, ^5 
— F deng3yi2xia4 ‘wait’, 55— f 5d. deng3yi4hui3er0 ‘wait a minute’. 

To express suddenness 954A tu2ran2 ‘suddenly’, 744 cu4ran2 ‘suddenly’, 224^ 
hulran2 ‘suddenly’, ŽI HF cha4shi2 ‘suddenly’, WF sha4shi2 ‘instantly’, [Pt 
[i] shun4jianl ‘moment’. 

Others Ñ] gang1 ‘just now’, 777 fanglcai2 ‘just’, IE TE zheng4zai4 ‘doing’, iic 
#J qi3chul ‘in the beginning’, RS xian4jinl ‘currently’, ACK gai3tianl 
‘another day’, iT Ae jin4lai2 ‘recently’, #4 4% shaolhou4 ‘later’, E IJ] 5b 

gan3ming2er0 ‘tomorrow’, #' F dao4shi2 ‘at that time’, J5 yu2jinl 

‘today’, WK lin2mo4 ‘in the end’, £159] — H you3zhaolyi2ri4 ‘someday’, 

— Kt yi2da4zao3 ‘bright and early’. 


v 


W 


10.6 Df: Degree Adverb 


Degree adverbs often immediately precede the verb, a few immediately succeed 
the verb, showing the level of action. In the CKIP framework, degree adverbs are 
affiliated components of the verb that assume the semantic role of degree. 


10.6.1 Subcategories 


Degree adverbs can be divided into two subcategories based on whether they 
precede or succeed the verb: 


(Dfa) Preceding Degree Adverbs: Preceding degree adverbs often immediately 
precede the verb, such as íR hen3 ‘very’, JE% feilchang2 ‘very much’, 
F3 shi2fen1 ‘very’, #&4b ge2wai4 ‘particularly’, HL 4 zhen1shi4 ‘really’, 
KH po3 ‘quite’, 3 man3 ‘full’, A 2€ you3xiel ‘sort of, @ X you3dian3 
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‘a little’, -F H 4) shi2er4wan4fenl ‘extremely’, fik H ji2ju4 ‘great’, E 
geng4 ‘still more’, JI] geng4jial ‘more’, and i j£ yue4fal ‘more’. 

(Dfb) Succeeding Degree Adverbs: Succeeding degree adverbs immediately 
succeed the verb, such as 444W deOhen3 ‘very’, #k Y ji2le0 ‘extremely’, 
i UH guo4tou2 ‘overdone’, XÆ JH tou4ding3 ‘extremely’, fü L5 wu2bi3 
‘matchless’, and AFF ru4gu3 ‘extremely’. 


10.7 Dg: Location Adverb 


In modern Mandarin Chinese, in terms of the form of prepositional phrases or 
locative phrases, we tend to show the location where an event takes place, so 
the number of location adverbs is not large. We consider location adverbs as 
affiliated components of the verb that carry the feature of location (#477). Similar 
to time adverbs, location adverbs cannot serve as the argument. Examples include 
ji i chudchu4 ‘everywhere’, #1) dao4chu4 ‘everywhere’, ili Jl bian4di4 
‘everywhere’, ?$55 danglchang3 ‘on the spot’, $ xg danglzhong4 ‘in public’, 
w IE dangljiel ‘on the street’, EHE sui2di4 ‘anywhere’, #4 #7 yan2jiel ‘along 
the street’, 2% yi2lu4 ‘all the way’, and 7 £f hun2shenl ‘all over the body’. 


10.8 Dh: Manner Adverb 


Literally, a manner adverb expresses the “manner” in which an action is executed. 
Since “manner” is diverse in nature, this category is also the largest one of all 
adverbs. That is, whichever adverbs cannot be included in other categories can be 
included into this one. For example: FX A at qianlfanglbai3ji4 ‘by all means’, 
If Hh an4di4 ‘secretly’, Jit Jk ANAS yuan2yuan2ben3ben3 ‘from first to last’, H. 
4H hu4xiangl ‘mutually’, 5& O E] Æ yidkou3tong2shengl ‘with one voice’, 40 
JE ru2ci3 ‘in this way’, 33 Wk jie2cheng2 ‘wholeheartedly’, $ 4H bian4xiang4 
‘in a different form’, &AJI& F sildilxia4 ‘privately’, 3E 44 lian3ming2 ‘jointly 
(petition)’, #1 qinlshou3 ‘with one's own hand’, $4 ik jie4gu4 ‘to find an 
excuse’, & f£ zhuanlIcheng2 ‘purposely’, 4^ H silzi4 ‘privately’, 334 L1 ginlkou3 
‘personally’, 4€ F" cong2zhongl ‘in the middle’, and #5 cao3cao3 ‘hastily’. In 
the CKIP framework, a manner adverb is an affiliated component of the verb that 
assumes the semantic role of manner (7; XX). Most of the time, manner adverbs 


only occur between the subject and the verb. 


10.8.1 Principles of Analysis 


(i) To prevent multiple categorization, when a word comes with the functions 
of both the manner adverb and the status verb, such as (308a,b), only 
the category of the status verb is given, and it is marked with the feature 
[+way]. 


(308) (a) (status verb) 


dh [E bse 
tà hén piàoliang 


‘She is gorgeous.’ 
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(i) 


10. 


(b) (manner adverb) 


4b UP EH — xo See 


tà piàoliangde jichi yi zhi quanléida 


‘He hit a gorgeous home run.’ 


For verbs that do not require IJ" or “Hl” to have the adverbial function, 
such as (309b) Ag fif" our analysis still gives it the feature [+de]. 


(309) (a) (status verb) 


WOR EX Rar. 
ta jintian yizhéngtian nügichongchong 


‘He was angry for the whole day today.’ 


(b) (manner adverb) 


(ES RUD AH] XA We) d" D. 


tà nügichongchong zéwén nüyóu chídào de yudnyin 


*He angrily questioned his girlfriend about her reason for 


being late.’ 


To prevent multiple categorization, when a word has the functions of both 
the manner adverb and the Non-Predicative adjective, such as 2L [u]" in 
(310a,b) only the category of Non-Predicative adjective is given, and it is 


marked with the feature of [+way] or [*de].! 


(310) (a) (manner adverb) 


RO MX KL ie AR A 
women  góngtóng chéngbao zhe jia go 
X 
yewu 


“We joined forces to contract with this company.’ 


(b) (Non-Predicative adjective) 
Jt [n] AR 
góngtóng  tianxiàn 


‘shared antenna’ 


9 Di: Aspect Adverb 


ít 


ngsi de 


This category of adverbs usually denotes the verb's tense or aspect, for example: 


Į le0, % zhe0, i guo4, $ qi3, EZK qi3 lai0, F Æ xia4qud, ! 


zhongl, % 


danglzhongl. There is some debate as to whether these aspectual markers 
can be classified as adverbs. Our current classification is based on the fact that 
semantically they are affiliated components of the verb. 
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10.10 Dj: Interrogative Adverb 


Literally, interrogative adverbs are adverbs carrying interrogation. However, in 
the CKIP framework, not all adverbs carrying interrogation are included into 
this category, that is only adverbs that express interrogation. In other words, 
only the interrogative adverbs that cannot be classified into other categories 
of adverbs, can be included in this category. For example, ‘for what 74 ft 
wei4shen2me0, ffl? ean4sha2, Ajj weidsha2, 23519] weid4he2, AKA zen3de0, fn 
iM he2gu4, A ELE wei2shen2med, "EYR gan4maz2, 5itJ£ gan4ma2, ‘why not’ 4% 
AX zen3bu4, fT J£ gan4shen2me0, and ‘whether or not’ 777 shi4fou3. Hence, 
the interrogative adverbs included in this category only express the concepts of 2: 
{+ weidshen2me0 ‘for what’ and 7 77 shi4fou3 ‘whether or not’. Interrogative 
adverbs all carry the feature [+Q]. 


10.10.1 Principles of Analysis 


All adverbs expressing interrogation carry the feature [+Q], but in categorization, 
other categories of adverbs are given precedence, for example: 


ÆT ‘should or not’ : +deontics, +Q: included into modal adverbs. 


fils ‘when’: +temporal,elation, +Q: included into time adverbs. 


fa E ‘where’: Hocative, +Q: included into locative adverbs. 


10.11 Dk: Sentential Adverb 


This category of adverb serves the purpose of conveying mood, and of clarifying 
the relation of mood in the context. For example: ‘all in all’ 48:7. zong3zhil, 
Sin Ae s guilgenljie2di3, ‘generally speaking’ WEHE JEER gaidkuo4deOshuol, 
— Aki a yilbanler2yan2, H $ 2 zhi4yan2zhil, ‘accordingly’ JE 3t ju4bao4, 
H Y fff ju4liao3jie3, 4% HE ju4chengl, HRA ju4chengl, ‘without speaking’ 
^35 bu4xiaolshuol, ‘in other words’ # 4) m5 at huan4ju4hua4shuol, 
‘honestly speaking’ % ffi lao3shi2shuol, ‘in a narrow sense’ Jk 3& HE iit 
xia2yi4deOshuol, and ‘in one word’ — 1; LA WUZ yilyan2yi3bi4zhil. In the CKIP 
framework, members of this category also have the feature of evaluation due to 
their semantic content. This category of adverbs usually occur at the beginning of 
a sentence; those that can occur after the subject are quite limited. 


Note 


1 When a word has both the adverb usage beyond manner adverbs and Non-Predicative 
adjective usage, we include it in both categories. 


